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GMOA/SLMC/2013/0008
23/08/2013

Registrar

Sri Lanka Medical Council,
No. 31, Norris Canal Road,
Colombo 10.

Dear Sir
Clarification on Periodic Reviews of “Private Medical College” of SAITM

We reliably understand that Dr. Upul Gunasekara has proposed to the Sri Lanka Medical
Council to conduct Periodic Reviews on “Private Medical College” of SAITM.

We request a clarification regarding any decision ntla_de by Sri Lanka Medical Council about
this matter. '

Thank you,
Yours faithfully,

Dr. Saman Abeywardana
Secretary

Cc:  Hon. Maithreepala Sirisena - Minister of Health
Secretary — Ministry of Health



17/01/2013

Prof Carlo Fonseka
President

Sri Lanka Medical Council
31,Norris Canal Road
Colombo 10.

Dear Sir,
Re: South Asian Institute of Technology and Medicine (SAITM) and Degree Awarding Status.

Further to my letter dated 21/12/2013, | wish to reiterate that the Sri Lanka Medical Council has publicly
announced (by means of a newspaper advertisement) its stance on SAITM following the Gazette
notification of 30" August 2011. :

The SLMC position on current situation
The SLMC position on the new Gazette order is that the order is
I, PREMATURE
Il AS FAR AS IS KNOWN, NOT IN CONFORMITY WITH THE R’ECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
INSPECTING TEAMS AND THEREFORE THE SPECIFIED AUTHORITY

I understand that there have been no further changes in the said stance since then at any council
meeting. However, it was transpired at the last council meeting held on 21* December 2012 that an 8
member committee had been appointed with the task of granting Degree awarding status to SAITM.

| wish to quote the GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION FOR OBTAINING FOR DEGREE AWARDING STATUS
FOR STATE AND NON STATE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS/INSTITUTES AND FOR THE DEGREES TO
BE AWARDED BY THE INSTITUTIONS/INSTITUTES GRANTED DEGREE AWARDING STATUS which clearly
denotes the procedure in granting degree awarding status to an institution.

It must be emphasized that the approval by the UGC and the Ministry of Higher Education for the degree
owarding status and for the professional study programme does not automatically grant the registration
for graduates of such programmes to practice the profession in the country. Therefore, it must be
emphasized that the State / Non-State Higher Educational Institutions/Institutes which have been

granted degree awarding status which offer professional study programmes leading to degrees such as -

Medical, Engineering, Architecture and other professional degrees must seek the compliance certification
from the respective Specified Professional Bodies. Hence, they may be required to submit their study
programmes for periodic review by the specified professional bodies who are vested with the powers
by Acts of Parliaments for maintaining standards of the respective professional degree programmes/
professions and issue registration to practice.

In view of the above | wish to seek a clarification/ statement from the council as to what role would the
SLMC play in this issue. It is also relevant to mention here that the observations of the three members of
the SLMC who participated in the previous committees appointed by the UGC (the Institutional review
and the Subject review panels) were completely disregarded and omitted from the final reports. This
was clearly documented and informed by both Prof Lalitha Mendis and Dr N J Nonis to the relevant
authorities.

It is my earnest belief that the SLMC cannot and should not ignore the responsibility vested by the
Medical Ordinance to uphold the standards of medical education. Further, it is inappropriate for the
council to turn a blind eye to this matter when it has been already brought to the attention of the
council by myself and acknowledged by another council member, Prof Jayantha Jayawardena.

Thank You

ber of 5ri Lanka Medical Council

Ce: Secretary GMOA



